


There are a number of other options available to the unions under the legislation governing 
labour relations in BC that the BCNU could have chosen. It is possible to achieve many of the 
objectives they outline through existing structures, and in cooperation with the other health 
care unions in British Columbia. It is not my position to advocate what those structures should 
be, but I do know there are other solutions that are not as aggressive ar  hostile to the overall 
labour movement. When we met earlier; I did offer the services of the Congress to see if we 
could explore other alternatives. Unfortunately, the BCNU did not accept that offer. 

I respectfully request that the CFNU direct the BC Component to cease this action. I do hope 
the CFNU Executive Board wiIi come to the conclusion that the collective solidarity of being 
inside the house of labour, particularly in this time of global crisis with attacks on both public 
and private sector workers, is important to the security of nurses across the country. As you 
know, in other parts of the country, the Congress and other affiliates are working closely with 
the respective nurses' unions to advance the issues important to them. 

The participation of nurses' unions, along with other health care unions, has been critical in 
our ong~ing fight-back Medicare Campaigns. Nurses' unions are also an important component 
of the Canadian Health Coalition (CHC) and the regional health coalitions. Clearly, it is 
important for all working people to present a united front in these campaigns. 

Accordingly, I hope that the CFNU will take its obligations under the CLC Constitution 
seriously and lake the appropriate actions with respect to the BCNU. 

In the interim, pursuant to Article 4, Section 8(2) of the CLC Constitution, I have instructed the 
Pacific Region of the CLC to take steps to suspend the BCNU from participatior! b labour 
councils and education programs as well as access to Congress services. 

I have also written Jim Sinclair, President of the BC Federation of Labour (BCFL) to have the 
BCFL Executive Council take action to suspend the BCNU from participation on the BCFL 
Executive Council and all BCFL activities. 

I remain available to discuss this at your convenience and await the decision of your Board 
before making my final conclusions regarding the applicability of the Constitutional provisions 
regarding sanctions. 

In solidarity, 

Ken Georgetti 
President 
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